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Mr G. Stewart Pople, Registrar of Births, Deaths, etc., an
official of the West Sussex County Council, writing from Bognor
(January 27, 1941), pointed out that in Plate I of my book is a
distinct figure of a nun, or a woman, on the lawn, standing
between the large summer-house and the Nun's Walk. I must
admit that, with no imagination, the figure can be seen in every
copy of the book that I have examined, and also in the original
photograph. As Mr Pople points out, the figure appears to be
dressed in clothes of the period of about 1870: full sleeves, a full
skirt, and with a sort of shawl covering her head. The figure is
about an inch high. But I am convinced that the picture is an
illusion. The head and face are formed out of the background of
trees, and the skirt is due to the uneven lighting of the lawn.
But the figure is quite clear. To those readers who possess copies
of The Most Haunted House in England and who would like to see
the cghost5 for themselves, I would point out that the figure is on
Plate I, bottom left-hand picture, and exactly one and a quarter
inches from the extreme left of the photograph. The figure itself
is exactly midway between the top and bottom edges of the
photograph. The face is rather ancient-looking, with a hook
nose. It has been pointed out to me that it is also possible to
imagine a similar figure one and a half inches from the right of
the picture!
When my Borley article1 appeared in Everybodys Mr Edward
G. Sergeant, 10 Knolley's House, Tavistock Place, London,
W.C.i, wrote to point out that he, and several other readers,
could see a figure of a nun standing by the gateway of the
Rectory in the photograph reproduced in Everybody's. This same
picture appeared in my book.2 This is the gate at which Fred
Cartwright saw the nun waiting in 1927. Again we have a
background of trees, and it is possible to picture some sort of
figure formed by the foliage. But the illusion is not very good.
Miss Laura B. Rawsthorn, of Kirkland, Washington, D.C., also
(March 8, 1945) calls my attention to "faces of old men, lions,
tigers, and a "long-nosed man" * on the walls pictured in
Plate III of my monograph.
i * The Ghost of Borley Rectory.'    2 The Most Haunted House in England, Plate II.